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Looking back over the past year – both the 2018-2019 Winter series and the Festival in April 

2019, our Festival Chamber Orchestra has provided some particularly special musical 

experiences for me – Beethoven’s Eroica Symphony in October 2018, played with 

remarkable virtuosity and subtlety by our musicians and our lovely Mendelssohn concert with 

soloist Nazrin Rashidova in April. They also provided most eloquent playing in Bach’s St 

Matthew Passion.  

 

Both the orchestra and I greatly appreciate the regular support of the Festival Friends – it is a 

great pleasure to make music for such an attentive and receptive audience.  

 

Looking ahead to the 2019-2020 Winter Series we hope you will find much to enjoy in the 

four orchestral programmes. We start with an enlarged string orchestra for Tchaikovsky’s 

glorious Serenade and Britten’s Serenade for Tenor, Horn and Strings- one of his most 

accessible and best loved works. A splendid Baroque celebration follows on November 15th, 

based round Bach’s magnificent Suite No 3, with its glorious writing for trumpets and 

timpani and the famous Air on a G String. Our exceptional oboists will perform lovely 

baroque concertos by Albinoni and Vivaldi in our Italian Concert for the New Year along 

with many other delights ranging from Corelli to Puccini. We end the Series on February 7th 

with an all Mozart programme including two of his grandest works – the Jupiter Symphony 

and his Piano Concerto No 25 along with some superb arias and songs.  

 

As you know, we have a tradition of performing operas from time to time, combining the 

talents of exceptional young singers (mostly recent graduates of the Royal Academy of 

Music) with our excellent Chamber Orchestra. In our April Festival we offer two 

performances of Mozart’s Cosi fan Tutte, with a superb cast directed by Katherine Bond, who 

has been responsible for many of our previous productions. She has a remarkable gift for 

creating productions which seem to fit the music like a glove! Operatic productions are, 

needless to say, particularly costly and ambitious projects. We are deeply grateful for the 

sponsorship of the late Denis Burrell, a great supporter of the Festival, who did so much over 

the years to enable us to create a number of very special and memorable productions as well 

as large scale concerts. Denis and his wife Jenny have always taken a lively interest in our 

musical endeavours and have supported us with great kindness and generosity. 

 

Other highlights next April include an evening with renowned Jazz singer Clare Teal and her 

musicians, Mendelssohn’s great choral work Elijah and an evening of chamber music at 

Chenies Manor House, given by the very fine Echea Quartet, playing music by Mozart, 

Fanny Mendelssohn and Beethoven (the great E flat major Quartet Op 127) . 

 

None of this would happen without an enormous amount of hard work by my good friends on 

the Committee of the Festival, led with such enthusiasm and care by Jane Partridge. I cannot 

thank Jane and the rest of the team enough for their commitment, expertise and support and 

the huge amount of time they devote to making our Festival happen. 

 

Iain Ledingham  


