
THE AMERSHAM FESTIVAL SOCIETY 

Chairman’s Report AGM 2019 

It already seems a long time since all the festival events in April, but once again we were 

treated to an excellent programme of first class music.  ‘Passion, Pasadena and Percussion’ 

provided an exciting variety of musical styles. The evening with The Pasadena Roof 

Orchestra was very popular and the performance of Bach’s great St Matthew Passion was 

deeply moving. A harp recital, a song recital, an orchestral concert with violinist Nazrin 

Rashidova and the Organ Spectacular were all enjoyed and gave further variety. The festival 

is always pleased to support young musicians and this year we enjoyed a performance by 

Buckinghamshire County Youth Orchestra. Young percussionist Alex Pullen enthralled and 

educated his audience with his stunning playing. 

Our heartfelt thanks go to Iain for planning, performing and directing all this wonderful 

music. His exceptional musicality shines through at every performance and we are very 

lucky to have a Musical Director of his calibre. 

During the 2018-19 Winter Series our own Festival orchestra performed 4 wonderful 

concerts, directed of course by Iain. Whilst our concerts are well populated, the need to 

attract new audience members and Friends remains, so please do pass on your brochure to 

others or be sure to tell them about us. 

We are very grateful to all our loyal sponsors and to those who felt able to respond to our 

specific Orchestra appeal. I know many of you were surprised to read the costs involved in 

putting on each concert. Thank you too to Friends who have added an extra donation to 

their annual subscription. Having our own professional orchestra is something that makes 

our festival unique.  

My thanks are also due to the members of the committee who work so hard and who also 

offer me personal support. They perform many and varied roles including Events 

management, Financial management, Programme planning, Box office, Publicity, Catering, 

Bursary awards and organising the Friends. The festival couldn’t happen without them!  

Several of our events include food, but our wonderful catering team also provides food for 

performers at most events. Over the years the catering team has diminished and it is now 

very small. It is quite remarkable what they were able to do during this year’s festival. I am 

very grateful to them. However the time has come for some changes. Our biggest event is 

the dinner at Chenies Manor. Providing food for nearly 100 people is a huge undertaking 

and the committee has decided that next year we will employ external caterers for this 

event. This will enable the catering committee to be able to concentrate on their delicious 

canapés and preparing food for artists at all the other events.  



Apart from the committee and caterers there are many other people who help voluntarily in 

so many ways. I would also like to thank car parkers and the team of ushers all of whom 

help and enhance our events. 

We are grateful to Patrick Hudgell for the work he does in updating and maintaining the 

website and also for his photography at festival events. Do take a look at the gallery of 

photographs on the website. The website is a good place to look if you want information 

about forthcoming events. 

Many of you receive emails to update you about festival events. These are prepared and 

sent out by Jon Wallis and I would like to take this opportunity to thank him too for his 

work.  

Keeping in line with ever changing regulations is a daunting task for charities like ours and 

this has taken up a lot of committee time. Over the last couple of years we have put in place 

Investment, Data Protection and Safeguarding policies. We are still seeking someone to fill 

the advertising and marketing role. 

Our planning for Festival 2020 is well underway. Iain will say more about this in his report, 

but I would like to like to highlight that the programme will include two fully staged 

performances of Mozart’s well known opera ‘Cosi Fan Tutti’. Please note this production will 

include surtitles to enhance your enjoyment. I do hope you will help to spread the word to 

ensure that all Iain’s extra hard work is rewarded by big audiences. Why travel to London 

when you can watch this lovely opera performed by some of the best singers right here?!  

Once again thank you all for your loyal support. I look forward to seeing you at future 

events. 

Jane Partridge 
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